


program The B.I.R.T.H. Project, The Bible Initiative Reaching The Homeless. It is to give hope
and inspiration to those that have lost it. Sonia’s background with a Bachelor of Science in
Health Education from the University of Houston coupled with her experience transcending
more than 20 years in the Healthcare industry focusing on radiology science have enabled
her to build a successful career. Leveraging the wisdom of her knowledge and skills, she has
played an enabling role in improving community laws to reduce diabetes, obesity, stroke
and Covid-19 among other health concerns. Sonia is a United States Air Force Veteran and
learned the skills in leadership, teamwork, and organization unique to the armed forces,
which she brings to bear in her philanthropy career. Her strong personal and professional
skills make her a keen advocate for the youth, proactively seeking out new opportunities to
enhance her services and continually attain excellence, with youth empowerment the
ultimate objective. A humanitarian to the core, Sonia has participated in volunteer activities
since childhood. With a Volunteer Lifetime Achievement Award from former President
Barack Obama in 2017. Sonia has been the recipient of prestigious awards and recognition
for her community service and philanthropic efforts. In 2022 Sonia has been featured in
Sheen’s magazine top 22 women of 2022. Also, she received Congressional recognition for
hosting the Presidential Lifetime Achievement Awards in Houston. Sonia is also featured in
the CORE magazine, Top 100 professionals for 2022. She continues to serve her community
and make an impact on the world globally. Dr. Sonia R. White is hosting the 3rd Annual
Presidential Lifetime Achievement Awards event in Houston, Tx and was the first to host an
event in this city. Dr. Sonia White’s passion is our youth and elderly. She has goals to reach
many on a global scale with her humanitarian and philanthropic efforts.

Dr. Sonia White is a remarkable individual, USAF
Veteran, Best Selling Author, Philanthropist, Health
Professional and non profit founder. Her achievements
in her industry have made her a pacesetter with
significant contributions. Sonia is also the
Founder/Chair of the S.M.I.L.E Foundation Inc., a 5013c
nonprofit dedicated to support, educate, encourage
and empower young minority men in STEAM education,
financial literacy and inspiring them to achieve success
in life with positive mentors. Sonia also has an outreach 
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Rep. Ron Reynolds was sworn in on January 10, 2011 as State
Representative, House District 27. Ron is currently serving his sixth
term in the Texas House. He is the first African American State
Representative in Fort Bend County since Reconstruction. Reynolds
was named 2021 87th Session Legislator of the Year by both Fort
Bend United and The Young & the Politics. He was voted by his House
colleagues as “Freshman Legislator of the Year” and “Public Servant
of the Year” by the Houston Minority Contractors Association. He

served as the House Minority Whip during the 83rd & 84th Legislative sessions. Reynolds is a
member of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity and 100 Black Men of America. Currently, Reynolds is
the Chair of the Texas Legislative Black Caucus and Vice Chair of the House Caucus on
Climate, Environment, and the Energy Industry. He also serves as the Legislative Leader for
the Texas State NAACP and the Texas Coalition of Black Democrats. Reynolds is the founder
and former Chair of the Texas House Progressive Caucus. Reynolds serves as the ranking
member on the House Committee on Environmental Regulation, and serves on the powerful
Energy Resources Committee. Prior to being elected State Representative Reynolds was an
Associate Municipal Judge for the City of Houston, Past President of the Houston Lawyers
Association and Past President of the Missouri City & Vicinity NAACP. He is a recipient of the
“Honorary Doctorate of Divinity”. Reynolds is the proud father of three wonderful children.

Meet Our Partners

Mr. Gilbert Andrew Garcia received a B.A. in Economics from Yale
University. After graduating in 1985, he joined Salomon Brothers in
New York City where he became a Vice President specializing in
mortgage-backed securities. In 1990, he moved to Houston to join
former Mayor Henry Cisneros in building Cisneros Asset Management
Company, ultimately becoming its President. In 2002, he joined
Garcia Hamilton & Associates, and is the Firm’s Managing Partner.
Under his leadership, the Firm has grown from $200 million in fixed
income assets under management to over $16.8 billion (as of
September 30, 2022). Mr. Garcia is proud to have served on two SEC 

FACA Committees: SEC’s Fixed Income Market Structure Advisory Board and SEC’s Asset
Management Advisory Committee, where he led the Diversity and Inclusion subcommittee.
He currently serves as a member of the Board of Trustees for Dallas Police & Fire Pension
System and is the longest serving board member with Chairman Henry Kravis on the Board
of Directors of SEO, a non-profit providing summer internships on Wall Street for minority
undergraduates. Mr. Garcia was awarded SEO’s Alumni Leadership Award in 2015 alongside
other honorees, including the former mayor of New York City, Michael R. Bloomberg, and
Co-Founder & Co-CEO of The Carlyle Group, David M. Rubenstein. Mr. Garcia and GH&A have
received numerous industry recognitions. Most recently in 2022, Houston Business Journal
recognized the Firm as an Outstanding Diverse Organization within their Diversity in
Business Awards. Gilbert and his wife DeeDee are truly proud of their four amazing children.



Drumma Boy, DJ Drama, DJ Tephlon, The Legendary Slick Rick “The Ruler”, Stevie J, Joseline
Hernandez, Lil' Scrappy, Bambi and many more. Today, she is the multi-award winning
Creative Director for successful and influential clients such as her beautiful mother, Amazon
best-selling author of “Everything Grows in the Valley”, Diana N. Patterson, M.Ed., Cam Hill,
founder and host of Houston’s “TV Show of the Year”, The Cam Hill Show featuring inspiring
interviews with over 200 celebrities and business owners. She creates for many other
successful clients and her business is constantly receiving positive recognition.

Royal Tee is the Co-Founder and Owner of I Am Fly, LLC; a creative
networking agency. She is a Certified: Life Coach, Business Owner,
Project Manager, Website Designer, Graphic Designer Professional
Photographer, Sales Professional, and Digital Marketer. Her mission
is to motivate dreamers to soar to their highest potential while
providing creative multimedia and self development services to
them throughout their elevation process. She assisted in managing
coordinating concerts and events for Wale, Migos, August Alsina,
Rocko The Don, Young Thug, K Camp, DJ Pretty Boy Tank, Yung Joc,

She holds a Bachelor of Arts in Communications from the University of Houston in Clear
Lake and is certified in business development. Since the start of her agency in 2017, she’s
consulted over 75 businesses ranging from finance, education, nonprofit, entertainment,
technology, fashion, literature, and health & wellness. Today, she is highly sought after as
Houston’s leading strategist, communication consultant, and technical writer. 

Berry Dynamic is a two-time Congressionally Awarded strategist
specializing in brand management, public relations, and innovations.
Known as “The Force Stimulating Change,” she is a successful
visionary who excels the voices of ambitious outreach leaders and
culture creators to the forefront of their industry. She is a best-selling
ghostwriter and contributing author of seven books and functions as a
Communications Director for various businesses and influencer
brands. Her talents are in operation management, business
development, event activations, and campaign strategies. 

Ivan Sanchez is the founder and chairman of the Houston millennials
nonprofit organization. His career experience includes working as a
senior congressional liaison and field representative in the 18th
Congressional District in Texas. He currently serves on the Mayor's
Hispanic Advisory Board in Houston, Texas, and was elected as the
precinct chair of the Harris County Democratic Party. Ivan is a role
model and has been an activist on many issues, including the rights
of janitorial workers in Houston and immigration rights, and most
recently catalyzed the implementation of the rights of immigrants to
obtain the COVID vaccination in Houston and nationwide.   
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Congresswoman

Sheila Jackson Lee
Keynote Speaker



Samantha "Sam" Havenstrite

Miss Houston
Awards Presenter



Jonathan Martin
Master of Ceremonies

Jonathan Martin is a four-time Emmy nominee and has received several Associated
Press honors for his work. He is the co-anchor of FOX 26 News at 5 p.m. and 9 p.m. and
has covered some of Houston's most significant events since May 2016. He anchored
over 20 hours of coverage as Hurricane Harvey ravaged the Texas coast, helped lead
the station's coverage of the Astros World Series win and anchored the funeral for
former President George H.W. Bush. Jonathan is a strong mentoring advocate who
works closely with Big Brothers Big Sisters. He also founded Beyond The Game, a high
school initiative created to inspire young men of color in Houston. As a former athlete,
Jonathan is a health and fitness advocate. He partnered with Houston's Parks &
Recreation Department to create SWEAT TX, a fitness program for kids. In 2017,
Jonathan received a proclamation from Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner, declaring
September 24th as "Jonathan Martin Day" in Houston. In 2018, Jonathan won
"Dancing with the Houston Stars," an Urban Souls dance company annual fundraiser. 





Congratulations 2022 Honorees

State Rep. Shawn Thierry
House District 146

Judge Sonia Rash
Fort Bend County

Precinct 3

Dr. Khalilah Camacho-Ali
Founder of Dr. Ali

Global Foundation

Dr. Mathew Knowles
Founder of Music

World Entertainment Corporation

Brian Courtney Wilson
AWARD-Winning

Gospel Singer

KING YAHWEH
THE IMPERIAL MAJESTY
of Ghana & Cameroon

Rushion McDonald
2x Emmy Award-Winning

Executive Producer

Gilbert Andrew Garcia
CFA of Garcia

Hamilton & Associates

Atty. Ricky Anderson
Managing Partner of the Law
Firm of Anderson & Smith P.C.

Pamela McKay
 VP/General Manager

Radio One

Shirley Luu
Founder & CEO of 

Shirley Luu & Associates

Vanessa Reed
Assistant VP & CRA Manager

Comerica Bank

Kenny E. Lloyd
Tava President, 
CEO, Speaker &
Philanthropist

Jalene Mack, Esq.
MPAC Founder 

Jerome D. Lov
Founder of Texas

Black Expo, Inc.

Krishna Vavilala
Founder of Foundation

for India Studies



Congratulations 2022 Honorees

Charles Stamps
CEO of MLK

Grande Parade

Dr. Bryan Taulton
Superintendent of CISD

Dr. Kaeita Rankin
Managing Partner of 8 Queens

Film & Media Productions

Imam Eugene
Wazeerud-Din Farooq

Warithuddeen Mohammed

Clarence McNair
Best-Selling Author

& philanthropist

Darryl Drake
Founder of

Tha Vibez Movement

Emmanuel Edmonds
Dealership Owner &

Real Estate Developer

Jammin' Jimmy Olso
Founder of

JJO Charities

Karlie Redd
American TV Personality

& Humanitarian

Karen Levingston-Franklin
Founder of World
Youth Foundation

Vicki Semander
Founder of Secrets

of the Sistership

Khaliah O. Guillory
CEO of Nap Bar™ & Founder of 

The Cynthia A. Guillory Foundation

Dr. Pam Perry
"The PR Guru"

Cynthia Ginyard
FBCDP Chairwoman

Charles Swindell
Member of Wealth

Development Strategies, LLC

Leo "LeMarcus" Newman
Manager for Change Happens

My Brother’s Keeper 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Superintendent
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Dr. Peta gay Ledbetter
Educational Psychologist

Dr. Conte Terrell
CEO of the Success Season Next

LeveL Coaching Program & 
Fresh Spirit Publishing LLC

Jonathan Martin
Co-anchor of 

FOX 26 News

Amber Newman
CEO of Boys & Girls Clubs

of Brazoria County

Joycelyn Williams
Vice President of Sales

Williams6 Enterprise

James Anderson
TV Producer

Hon. Marty McVey
International and New 

Business Developer

Adriano "Bubba" Almony
Celebrity Bodyguard

& Philanthropist

Dr. Shana D. Lewis
Founder of Her Voice

Dr. Monzur Morshed
Internal Medicine

Physician & Cardiologist

Donna McGowan
Founder of Women

of NOW, LLC

Onney The CEO
CEO of “Onney Studios”,

Amanda K. Edwards
Mayoral-Elect Candidate

Founder of The Community
Based Solutions Firm

 

Oscar McGarr
Owner of Oscar

McGarr & Associates

Constance Yvonne. Jones
Senior Director, Field Services

National Minority Supplier 
Development Council

 

Tiana Von Johnson
Serial Entrepreneur

& Philanthropist

http://www.lightuptheworldnow.com/index.php/homepage/about-us/women-of-now/
http://www.lightuptheworldnow.com/index.php/homepage/about-us/women-of-now/


Congratulations 2022 Honorees

Dr. Sheila Chamberlain
American Pilot &

Military Personnel

Pastor Jamail Johnson
Lead Pastor of

The Word Church

Raynese  Edwards
CEO OutsideIn

Consulting, LLC

Warren Broadnax
CEO of She’s 

Happy Hair Inc.

Felicha Jones
Founder of Smart

Scholars Foundation.

Dr. Aubrey J. Ross II
Veterinarian

Cy-Fair Animal Hospital

Dr. Diarra D. Blue
Veterinarian

Cy-Fair Animal Hospital

Dr. Michael Lavigne III
Veterinarian

Cy-Fair Animal Hospital

Alfredia Lee
Leader the Women’s Ministry

of Greater Vision Church

Dr. Kitra Willams
CEO of America's First Million 

Youth Peace March International 

Dr. Nissi Hamilton
CEO of non-profit

Nissi’s Network Inc.

Ruby Reynolds
Sr. Program Manager
for GHG Corporation

Sonia Jackson Myles
CEO of The Sister

Accord Foundation

Sharon McLaurin
Founder of The

Shepherds Angels on
Assignment Outreach

Vicky Pink
Owner of

VP Productions

Xavien Howard
Miami Dolphins

NFL Player



Congratulations 2022 Honorees

Dr. Edward E. Hamilton
Founder of the N.O.W.
Church of California

Kiana Dancie
Comedian & Owner of
CPR Cell Phone Repair

Pastor Michael Harris
founder of Miracles Baseball

Academy of Houston

Pastor Elizabeth Harris
Founder of Broken Vessels

Survivor of Domestic Challenges

Jacqueline Miller
CEO of: Optimal

In-Home Care, Inc.

Qiana James
Owner of Friendly
Faces Senior Care

Preston Middleton
CEO of Next Wave 

Entertainment L.L.C.

Dr. Malik Yoba
Actor & Founder of yoba

development

George Foreman
American former pro boxer, 

Entrepreneur, 
minister & author

State Rep. 
Harold V. Dutton Jr.

District 12







Congratulations

Vanessa Reed
Assistant Vice President & CRA Manager 

of programs for Comerica Bank

For Their Generous Contribution
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Congratulations
Dr. Khalilah Camacho-Ali



A Special Tribute to the
George Foreman Youth & Community

Development Center (GFYC)

Founded in 1983, by brothers, George and Roy
Foreman, the GFYC (501 c3) has been a long time gem
of Houston, Texas.

Located in the East Aldine District of Houston, the
GFYC was founded on the principe that if you keep
kids off the street with sports and activities you can
save lives and help families. The membership for all
kids is “Pay your age for one year membership.”
The George Foreman Boxing Club is world recognized
for producing regional and national champions.
Natalie and George Foreman IV are representing the
Foreman Foundation as board members and children
of George Foreman.



A Tribute to King Yahweh



In Memory of the Legendary Champ
Muhammad Ali









Krishna Vavilala
foundationforindiastudies.org





Congratulations on your Presidential Lifetime Achievement
Awards. We appreciate your willingness to help individuals

overcome obstacles. We are pleased to honor you and thank you
for your dedication to the betterment of this world. 

Follow our Social Media Pages
IG: @presidentialawards

FB: The Presidential Awards

For More Information:

The Presidential AwardsSMILE FOUNDATION


